Music development plan summary:
St Bede’s Catholic Primary School

All schools should have a music development plan from academic year 2023-24.
Schools are expected to publish a summary of their plan on their website from
academic year 2024-25.

This template is designed to support schools to produce the summary. It should set out
how the school will deliver high-quality music provision in curriculum music, co-
curricular music and musical experiences, taking into account the key features in the
national plan for music education:

e timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year
for key stages 1 to 3

e access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice

e a school choir or vocal ensemble

e a school ensemble, band or group

e space for rehearsals and individual practice

e atermly school performance

e opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year

The summary should reflect your school’s music provision for the given school year
and your plans for subsequent years. It should also refer to any existing partnership
with your local music hub or other music education organisations that supports the
school with music provision.

Before publishing your completed summary, delete the advice in this template along
with this text box.

Overview
Detalil Information
Academic year that this summary covers 2024-2025
Date this summary was published July 2025
Date this summary will be reviewed July 2026
Name of the school music lead Mrs Robinson

Name of school leadership team member with
responsibility for music (if different)

Name of local music hub Bolton with Blackburn and
Darwen Music Service

Name of other music education organisation(s)
(if partnership in place)



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-power-of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-plan-for-music-education/

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

Children in St Bede’s Catholic Primary school receive music curriculum lessons from
Nursery through to Year 6.

The EYFS class receives a 30-minute lesson, and KS1 & 2 classes receive a 30-
minute music curriculum lesson.

The EYFS music lessons follow the guidance from the document Musical Development
Matters. Musical activities in EYFS are designed to support and nurture children’s
musical development by offering broad musical experiences. These activities include
hearing and listening, vocalising, and singing, moving, and dancing, exploring, and

playing.

All KS1 and KS2 curriculum lessons follow the National Curriculum and the Model
Music Curriculum. In year 4, children are learning to play the recorder as part of ‘The
Big Recorder Project’. Our approach in music is support all our student in their
development as musicians. Musical activities covered in the lessons include listening,
singing, composition, musicianship development and performance skills. These skills
are taught in a connected way following Bolton with Blackburn and Darwen Music
Service skills progression framework.

In lessons we provide summative feedback throughout all musical activities to help our
student develop their musical skills. At the end of each topic all classes are recorded
so we have evidence of singing, composition, and performance skills. We can monitor
our student’s progression through the films. In singing and composition work evidence
of student’s achievements are noted by the teacher as working below age-related
expectations (WTS), working at (EXS) so that the class teachers can monitor the
progression of their students and identify any areas that would need further support in
their musical development. All pupils are able to participate in music lessons and we
adapt the musical equipment we use as and when needed. All pupils are challenged
and stretched in their musical development and pupils are given additional work to
complete during composition and performance work if they are demonstrating musical




expertise in their work. For students who are showing a greater depth of understanding
and skill in music, and/or a greater interest in musical learning school will support the
student in finding a suitable musical pathway.

Our music medium term plans detail how we teach music each half term and ensure
that we teach age-appropriate singing, listening, performing, reading, notation, music
technology, improvising and composing. Each class makes links to the half-termly
curriculum theme.

Current musical resources we have available are a class set of Glockenspiels, a
selection of handheld untuned percussion, and recorders.

We use music technology (iPads) in our Year 1 curriculum to explore graphic scores.
We also use music technology (iPads) in Year 6 to explore layering music samples.

Each week, our Music Teacher alternates between leading a ‘Big Sing’ in which the
whole school participates in vocal health and learning a plethora of different songs
which are then performed during Mass and assemblies. The other week our Music
Teacher leads our school choir (this is then followed up by a session led by the Music
Subject Leader). We are exploring opportunities for our School Choir to participate in
different community performances throughout the year.

Year 4 participate in the Arts Award Discover run by Trinity. They explore different art
forms and discover their own art form encouraging them to become musicians. They
focus on a particular musician and explore how they have developed their own musical
style. The award culminates in a concert performance for the school and parents where
children showcase their musical talents.

Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

We have our School Choir who come together weekly for a practice session led by
either our Specialist Music Teacher or our Music Subject Leader.

Each year, we also organise a Christmas Carol Concert for pupils in Years 3 to 6. This
event includes opportunities to perform for the wider community, fostering both
confidence and a sense of civic engagement among our students.




Part C. Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

Each half term, a class leads a musical performance assembly where they perform
what they have been learning in music lessons that term for the rest of the school and
for their parents.

At the end of each half term, our children’s musical learning is recorded and this can be
uploaded to our school Facebook page to share their musical performance with
parents.

Children regularly engage in singing as part of their school life, including daily
participation in collective worship and assemblies, as well as weekly singing at Mass.
Singing and Performance Opportunities:

* Class Assemblies: Each class presents weekly assemblies featuring group singing
and musical elements.

* Early Years and Nursery: Children in EYFS and Nursery present a Christmas Nativity
each year, incorporating singing and simple performance elements. These are shared
with family members, with voluntary donations supporting music licensing costs.

» Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6): Pupils take part in a Christmas Carol Service held in the
local church, performing seasonal songs and readings for family and the wider school
community.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

e Developing more opportunities for musical performances for our school choir
and children generally to showcase their musical learning

e Developing more opportunities for children to participate in school trips and
opportunities which involve musical performances (e.g. musical theatre trip,
musical concerts)

e Exploring opportunities with Bolton Music Service to offer small group musical
instrument tuition within school

Further information (optional)

On our school website, you can find our Music Curriculum Overview.







